
 

Alton Open Minds 
  Enquiring spaces for changing times 

 

Welcome to Alton Open Minds 

The Open Minds initiative does not seek to push a specific agenda, 
point of view or achieve a consensus. It does, however hope to create a 
warm, welcoming and informal space for people to connect with others 
around a range of social and political themes, issues or challenges of our 
age.  In current times when strong, often polarized positions appear to 

emerge all too quickly Open Minds aims to enable a move away from 
fixed, static viewpoints towards more open and enquiring conversations 
where a range of perspectives are allowed to flourish and develop.  We 
believe for this to happen people need to be able to engage in 
conversation without feeling judged or criticised.  We also believe that 
people need to be heard and understood. With this in mind we have put 
together some suggestions that we hope will help us create an enquiring 
and safe space.  We are hoping we can create such a space online during 
these social distanced times. 

 

 Do take a risk in joining in with a conversation even if you’re 
unsure of an idea or what someone else may think but don’t feel 
you have to do so 

 Do try to listen and understand what another might be saying 
even if their views may not fit with your own 

 When expressing a view do be mindful of the impact this may 
have on another person and consider if sharing such a view will 
‘open up’ or ‘close off’ a conversation  

 Disagreement is as important as agreement   
 



 

 Alton Open Minds 
Enquiring spaces for changing times 

 

Evening structure (online) 
(1930 - 2100) 
 

 Welcome and introduction  

 

 Presentation by our guest presenter    

 

 The audience will be moved into ‘break out rooms’ of 

no more than six people and invited to reflect on the 

presentation and to devise a question to ask the 

presenter  

 

 ‘Break out’ groups will be returned to the main group 

and the nominated speaker from each small group will 

be asked to present their question to the presenter   

 

 The conversation will be opened up to the whole group 

(we would welcome if people could raise their hand if 

they would like to speak so the facilitator can ensure all 

who wish get a chance to speak).  

 

 Closing remarks      


